Using 2-Y-O Sales Data to Handicap 3-Y-O Maidens

by Robert D. Fierro and Jay Kilgore


The news that The Green Monkey, record $16 million 2-y-o purchase of 2006, will not be making his debut until he’s three may have set tongues wagging and heads shaking on backstretches and training centers where coming 2-year-olds are being prepped for the sales, but savvy bettors took it in stride.  

That’s because those who know how to handicap 2-year-old sales graduates now have access to some useful tools and insights, among which is that only half of these sales horses race at two. One of the main reasons one needs more data is that horses that breeze at 2-year-old sales are generally put into more intensive training a lot earlier than other horses and therefore have more conditioning by the time they get to the races.   Thus, a horses entered in a maiden race in July may show five published works—but if that horse came out of a 2-year-old sale, there are at least two or three other works at and leading up to that sale that are not published.


Now an extensive study of the careers of the last three crops of 2-year-old sales graduates by Daily Racing Form’s exclusive online handicapping service, BreezeFigs shows that handicappers can take advantage of form shown at 2-year-old sales to successfully bet races for maiden 3-year-olds as well.


Using results generated from the sales of 2005 as the dataset (which was confirmed by sales of 2004 and has been verified by a preliminary analysis of the 2006 sales), the following guidelines are considered valid when analyzing maiden races in which graduates from the eight major 2-year-old sales are entered (see below for those sales):

Betting 2-Y-O Sales Graduates in 2-Y-O Maiden Races

· Approximately 3,500 horses breeze at least one time at these sales—but not all are identified in past performances as having been in a sale.  Approximately 25% of these horses get to the sales ring, but fail to meet the reserve price their owners set (RNA); another 10% never get to the ring because they’re scratched (SCR) after breezing, mostly because of slight injuries or bad breezes. This information, available only at www.drf.com/plus, is a key to handicapping all maiden 2-year-old races, and maiden 3-year-old races from January through July because if that horse was an RNA or a SCR it was in training a lot earlier than many of the other horses in the race, and the handicapper would not know it without BreezeFigs.
· There were 1,420 colts and fillies that breezed at the 2005 sales who started as 2-year-olds that year and either broke their maidens in their first four starts, never raced again after their second or third start, or were still maidens after their fourth start—that’s approximately 40% of the 3,539 horses in the dataset.  Of those 1,420 starters, 611 (43%) broke their maidens in their first four starts (BreezeFigs only tracks the first four starts).  Of those 611 winners, 180 failed to meet their reserves at the sale (RNA) and another 37 were scratched (SCR) before they were sent to the ring. Thus, 35% of the winners were not listed in the past performances as coming out of the 2-year-old sales.  The average win payoff for those 217 RNA and SCR winners was over $10—and it was $12.64 for first-time starters 

· The percentage of RNA and SCR winners held strongly no matter which start the horse won:

	Won Start #
	Wnrs
	RNA
	% RNA
	SCR
	% SCR

	1
	240
	74
	29%
	13
	6%

	2
	171
	53
	31%
	10
	5%

	3
	133
	33
	31%
	8
	6%

	4
	67
	20
	25%
	6
	9%


…more
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Betting 2-Y-O Sales Graduates in 3-Y-O Maiden Races

The next question to ask was if the pattern established by 2-year-old sales horses that broke their maidens as juveniles in their first four starts was relevant when it came to handicapping maiden races for 3-year-olds.  We examined races run between January 1 and June 30, 2006—the reasoning is the vast majority of 2-year-old sales graduates get to the races by then, and they would be running against a similar peer group, i.e., 3-year-olds only, not 3-year-olds and upward.  The facts speak for themselves.

· There were 1,674 colts and fillies that breezed at the 2005 sales who got to the races as 3-year-olds as maidens—some had never started at two, some had made one, two or three starts without winning at two and then either won by their fourth career start in 2006 or remained a maiden in up to four starts. That’s approximately 47% of the 3,539 in the dataset, which means that about 87% of the dataset made at least one start through June 30th of 2006.  
· Of those 1,674 starters, 577 (34%) broke their maidens in their first four starts, which was close enough to the 43% record established by the more precocious members of the crop the year before to be a viable comparison.  Of those 577 winners, 158 failed to meet their reserves at the sale (RNA) and another 33 were scratched (SCR) before they were sent to the ring. Thus, 33% of the winners were not listed in the past performances as coming out of the 2-year-old sales—virtually identical to 35% posted by the horses that raced at two.  The average win payoff for those 191 RNA and SCR winners, like the average win for the same group of 2-y-o winners was over $10—but it was almost $15 for first-time starters 

· The percentage of RNA and SCR winners held strongly no matter which start the horse won; here is a chart comparing the records for both racing years

	Age
	Won Start #
	Wnrs
	% Wnrs
	RNA
	% RNA
	SCR
	% SCR

	2-y-o
	1
	240
	39%
	74
	29%
	13
	6%

	3-y-o
	1
	125
	22%
	22
	18%
	10
	8%

	2-y-o
	2
	171
	28%
	53
	31%
	10
	5%

	3-y-o
	2
	170
	29%
	49
	29%
	8
	5%

	2-y-o
	3
	133
	22%
	33
	31%
	8
	6%

	3-y-o
	3
	148
	26%
	41
	28%
	7
	5%

	2-y-o
	4
	67
	11%
	20
	25%
	6
	9%

	3-y-o
	4
	134
	23%
	45
	34%
	8
	6%


Conclusion


This is the first of an occasional series in the Form’s print edition and online at DRF+ (www.drf.com/plus) that will examine how data gleaned from 2-year-old sales can impact the way handicappers approach maiden races.  This article has demonstrated that the overall form established by horses that breeze at 2-year-old sales is valid for those who break their maidens as 3-year-olds as well as those that break their maidens in the year of the sale.


However, there are many other factors that must be examined, not the least of which is how to identify the fastest horses that come out of these sales, and whether or not that speed—and the stride length of the horses traveling at that speed—are viable handicapping tools. That’s the concept behind BreezeFigs, a speed-measuring tool that buyers use to purchase 2-year-olds and which is available to handicappers only at www.drf.com/plus.  There you’ll find more reports that bring you insights into the quality of the various sales, and how BreezeFigs and stride lengths should play into your handicapping.

(BreezeFigs was developed by Bob Fierro and Jay Kilgore and is the property of DataTrack International, LLC.)

